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EDITORIAL NOTES 



The Elementary School Teacher has always maintained a close 
relation with the Elementary School of the School of Education 
The in the University of Chicago. It is the purpose of 

Elementary this school to deal with those problems in elementary 
School in the education whose solution are of importance not only 
Education of to ^ e theory of elementary education but may be 
the University of practical value to elementary schools throughout 
of Chicago t h e COU ntry. It will therefore be of interest to 
readers of this journal to note certain important changes which 
will be made in this school at the beginning of the coming year. 

The school will be divided into three general sections, the 
first consisting of the first three grades, the second of the fourth 
Supervising and fifth grades and the third of the three highest 
^dTh™ grades in the school. Three supervising teachers 

Functions will be added to the present staff of the school to 

take charge of these sections. It will be the duty of each of 
these general teachers to supervise closely the work of the grades 
in his or her section. In addition it will be the function of this 
general teacher to give individual attention to any pupil who is 
either behind his class or in advance of the regular work of the 
grade. It is hoped -that this element of individual attention may 
reinforce very largely the efficiency of the grade work. It will 
render possible individual promotions in the middle of the year 
in the case of children who are in advance of their class suffi- 
ciently to go into the class above, and it will make it possible for 
children who have difficulty with a single subject to keep up with 
the class through special instruction in this difficult subject. 

In the second place a closer organization is to be established 
between the elementary school and the college and graduate 
departments of education. Professor Sargent, for 
e a ion o example, will be a member of the graduate depart- 
of the ment of education and will at the same time organ- 

University and i ze the work in art and manual training throughout 
the Sc oo t j ie elementary grades. Associate Professor 

Parker, who has been appointed to a position in the graduate 
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department of education, will have full charge of the practice 
teaching. These examples of relation between the college 
and university department and the elementary school will serve 
to make clear the general policy whereby the various university 
and college departments will be brought into the most intimate 
relation with the elementary school curriculum. In the past the 
departments of history, geography, nature study and mathe- 
matics have exercised some influence in the organization of the 
elementary school course, but this relation will be made more 
intimate and effective and the course of study of the elementary 
school will, during the coming year, be thoroughly organized 
under the general supervision of all the officers of the School of 
Education. 

Third, some reduction will be made in the number of students 
in the elementary school. The school has in the past experienced 
Reduction of a ^ ar S e demand for the duplication of the upper 
Numbers and grades. This involved the admission of pupils who 
School Period have never had the advantage of the training given 
in the lower grades and is evidently disadvantageous from that 
point of view. Next year there will be only one sixth grade 
instead of two, as in the past, and in general it will be the policy 
of the school not to duplicate the upper grades. Further than 
this, it is expected that within a very limited period of time the 
whole course of the elementary training will be reduced to seven 
years. C. H. J. 



